Characterization and purification of fatty acid-binding protein in rat and human adipose tissue.
A protein with properties similar to fatty acid-binding protein has been isolated from rat and human adipose tissue. Comparison of fatty acid-binding protein from rat liver and adipose tissue and human adipose tissue shows that all have approximately similar molecular weights. Immunologically, rat liver fatty acid-binding protein is similar to the protein characterized from rat adipose tissue. In isolated rat fat cells the fatty acid-binding protein was demonstrated to be involved in the uptake and esterification of long-chain fatty acids. These observations constitute evidence for a potential role of this protein in the fatty acid metabolism of adipocytes.